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Abstract 

This session seeks to highlight the issue of health disparities in American maternal 
mortality, particularly how it affects black women, as an actionable public health                       
crisis. The HBHE curriculum and course offerings have failed to acknowledge this                       
health issue as one deserving special consideration. Currently, the United States is                       
the only developed country in the world where maternal mortality is on the rise.                           
The maternal death rate among black women in America, as a western nation, are                           
comparable to maternal death rates experienced by women in resource poor                     
countries such as Uzbekistan and Mexico. The black maternal death rate has                       
garnered scrutiny by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations                       
(UN) who have presented the subject as an international health issue. In this                         
session, an overview of black maternal mortality will be explored through                     
disentangling it from the aggregate American maternal mortality rate, examining                   
the social determinants, highlighting the disproportional impact, and exploring                 
ways in which targeted interventions can be pursued. 
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