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Abstract 
Within the public health field, people involved in the sex trades are often labeled as                             
“at risk” or described as engaging in risky behaviors without a critical interrogation                         
of the policies and stigmatization that create risky environments. This workshop will                       
focus on federal, state, and local policy and the ways law enforcement and the                           
public interact with people in the sex trades to shape and maintain unsafe, and                           
oftentimes, hostile environments. Developing interventions to change or limit risk                   
behaviors among this population may unintentionally contribute to this if we do not                         
also work to change environments and public discourse. Researchers and public                     
health practitioners must also listen to people in the sex trades and center their                           
voices and demands to provide effective support. 
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